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ABSTRACT 
Meeting the world’s future energy demands will require a multitude of 
technologies, and ExxonMobil is contributing to many of these through its 
ongoing and wide-ranging research efforts. One promising technology is algae-
based biofuels, which we believe could be a meaningful part of the energy mix in 
the future. Algae biofuels have potential to be an economically viable, low-net 
carbon transportation fuel. They also are likely to result in lower impacts on land, 
water and other important resources compared to other renewable biofuels. This 
presentation provides background on ExxonMobil’s Algae Biofuels Research and 
Development Program, including an overview of where we expect algae biofuels 
to fit into the overall energy mix. It discusses the advantages of algae relative to 
various other biofuels, as well as the technical and biological challenges that 
must be overcome for algae biofuels to become commercially viable. It provides 
an overview of the alliance with leading biotech firm Synthetic Genomics Inc. and 
gives highlights of the progress we have made since the program was 
announced in mid-2009. Finally it discusses the next steps in this long-term 
research program.  
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