
Thank you for your letters and comments. We reserve the right to edit letters. Letters and emails should include your name, address, and daytime
and evening phone numbers. See address on page 2. 

QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS 
ON KIVREI TZADDIKIM ARTICLE

TTOO TTHHEE EEDDIITTOORR::
Thank you for your enjoyable weekly magazine. I found the article in

the Parashas Va’eira/January 21 article on kivrei tzaddikim in America
very interesting. The article mentioned kevarim in Chelsea,
Massachusetts. I was born and bred in Chelsea; my father, alav
hashalom, was a Rav there for over forty years. I had never heard about
any tzaddikim buried there, but the mention caught my eye, and I was
curious. Would there be a phone number or email to contact Rabbi Yonah
Landau or the Vaad Hanesiah L’Kivrei Tzaddikim B’Artzos Habris
V’Canada?

Thank you.

NNAAMMEE WWIITTHHHHEELLDD

RRAABBBBII GGEESSSSEERR RREESSPPOONNDDSS::
Thank you for your kind words. The tzaddik

who is buried in the Chelsea, Massachusetts
area is the Makarover Rebbe, Harav
Menachem Nachum Twersky, zt”l. He is
buried in Netzach Yisrael Cemetery, which I
understand is actually in nearby Everett,
Mass. 

Rabbi Landau’s number is (718) 387-
4139.

***
TTOO TTHHEE EEDDIITTOORR::

I read with great interest your article
“Kivrei Tzaddikim in America, A Link With the Past” in a recent issue. Reb
Baruch Amsel is to be commended for his work locating the kevarim of
many outstanding rabbinical personalities buried here in America. 

Rabbi Yosef Gesser quotes Reb Baruch as saying, “Reflective of Rav
Henkin’s modesty is the fact that his matzeivah is a simple one and does
not lie near those of other great Rabbanim.” Reb Baruch notes that Rav
Henkin’s sefer, Lev Ivra, published in 1924, was the first sefer in lashon
kodesh to be printed in the United States. 

I contacted Reb Yosef Goldman, the author of the authoritative and
exhaustive work Hebrew Printing in America, 1735-1926, A History and
Annotated Bibliography, because I was sure that this statement by Reb
Baruch was not correct. Reb Yosef replied, “You mean Perushei Ivra — Lev
Ivra was published in 1957. As you can see in my book, the first sefer on
drush is Avnei Yehoshua (#688), and the first halachah sefer is
Yerushalmi Bikurim (#568).” Reb Yosef’s book gives 1860 as the date of
publication for Avnei Yehoshua and 1887 for Yerushalmi Bikurim. Given
that Rabbi Yosef Eliyahu Henkin was born in 1881, it is clear that he did
not publish the first sefer in lashon kodesh to be printed in the U.S.

I realize that space considerations did not allow you to include

information about the burial places of many other Rabbanim who made
valuable contributions to Yiddishkeit in America. One such person is Rabbi
Moshe Weinberger, who is buried in Union Field Cemetery, not far from the
kever of Rabbi Yaakov Yosef. Hamodia published three articles about Rav
Weinberger not too long ago. 

Kol tuv,

PPRROOFFEESSSSOORR YYIITTCCHHOOKK LLEEVVIINNEE
SSTTEEVVEENNSS IINNSSTTIITTUUTTEE OOFF TTEECCHHNNOOLLOOGGYY

RRAABBBBII GGEESSSSEERR RREESSPPOONNDDSS::
Professor Levine is indeed correct about the fact that the sefer Lev Ivra

was not the first sefer published in America; this was an error on my part.
In response to his other points, there are many, many kivrei tzaddikim

in America, especially in the New York area, and it would be impossible to
mention all of them. I selected a number of Torah personalities whom I felt
would be of special interest to our readers. Hopefully, the article will
prompt readers to visit the batei chaim and do their own research. 

I am aware that Rav Moshe Weinberger, zt”l, is buried in Union Field
Cemetery and that he was the subject of past
articles in Hamodia. The purpose of this latest
article was to spotlight tzaddikim who may not
have been featured previously in the paper. 

***
TTOO TTHHEE EEDDIITTOORR::

I was surprised that your recent article on
kivrei tzaddikim in America neglected to
mention the kever of the Lubavitcher Rebbe,
zt”l, located in Montefiore Cemetery in Queens,
N.Y., to which Jews from all over the world come
to pray.

EELLAANNAA AADDLLEERR
RRAAMMAATT BBEEIITT SSHHEEMMEESSHH

RRAABBBBII GGEESSSSEERR RREESSPPOONNDDSS::
Thank you for taking the time to contact me with your concerns. In my

first article on kivrei tzaddikim close to three years ago, I cited Rabbi
Yonah Landau, who has revived interest in visiting kevarim in view of the
great benefits to the niftar. It is especially meritorious to visit kevarim of
tzaddikim who were not well known and don’t receive many visitors. As
was said earlier, in an article of this type it is possible to mention only a
small number of kevarim. As Ms. Adler herself states, the Lubavitcher ohel
is very famous, and thousands come to daven there. This was reason, in
view of space limitations, to discuss other kevarim that are not as well
known. 

I should also mention that an article on the seventh Lubavitcher
Rebbe, Harav Menachem Mendel Schneerson, zt”l, appeared in Hamodia
Magazine about three years ago, and another one appeared in “Today in
History” in the Hamodia daily, which included a photo of the Lubavitcher
ohel. 

YourVOICE

T
he practice is cited in a

halachic context as well

by the Rema, who

writes that it is customary to

daven at the graves of tzaddikim

on Erev Rosh Hashanah, which

the Mishnah Berurah explains are

sacred places where prayers are

more readily accepted because

they are buttressed by the zechus

of the tzaddikim at rest there.

Visiting kevarim, both in

Eretz Yisrael and in Europe, has

increased in

recent years. In

Europe especially, groups travel

regularly to the tziyunim of the

Torah giants who lived there. In

May 2006,

Hamodia Magazine featured

an article entitled “Sacred Sites

on American Soil,” which

focused on the

fact that many Gedolim and

tzaddikim of the last one

hundred fifty years are interred

in North America, mostly in and

around the New York area. We

were fascinated to learn that

Torah luminaries such as Harav

Yaakov Kamenetsky, Harav

Reuven Grozovsky, Harav

Avraham Pam, and the

Rebbetzin of the Chofetz Chaim,
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V
isiting kivrei tzaddikim affords us an opportunity

to forge a link with the Gedolim and tzaddikim of

the past and the noble legacy they have

transmitted to us. The source for this lofty practice is in the

Gemara. In Taanis 16a it is related that there is a minhag to

visit a cemetery on a fast day in order to awaken in ourselves

feelings of humility and an inclination to do teshuvah. A

second Talmudic source is Sotah 34b, where we learn that

Calev went to Me’aras Hamachpelah in Chevron to daven so

as not to be influenced by his fellow meraglim, who would

slander Eretz Yisrael.

zichronam livrachah, are buried

only a short distance from Boro

Park and Flatbush. 

Readers were also

introduced to Rabbi Yonah

Landau and his Vaad Hanessiah

L’Kivrei Tzaddikim B’Artzos

Habris V’Canada, who have

spearheaded a movement to

revive interest in visiting

kevarim in North America and

who have been arranging trips

to the resting places of

Rabbanim and Rebbes in

various communities outside

New York City, such as Buffalo,

N.Y., Philadelphia, Pa., Chelsea,

Mass., and Winnipeg, Canada.

We noted that one local site in

particular that has been

drawing numerous petitioners

due to the valiant efforts of

Rabbi Landau is the kever of

Harav Yaakov Joseph, zt”l, the

first chief rabbi of New York,

located in Union Field Cemetery

in Queens.

Our discussion with

Rabbi Landau highlighted the

fact that it is especially beneficial

to visit kevarim that have been

neglected. On a practical level,

when cemetery officials become

aware that these holy sites

receive visitors regularly, they

pay more attention to

maintenance. Secondly, when

one kindles a ner, davens, or

recites Tehillim at a gravesite,

zechuyos accrue l’ilui nishmas the

person who is buried there, a

chessed the niftar desires to repay

by interceding on behalf of

petitioners from his place in the

Olam Ha’emes.

One individual who decided

to act on this information is Reb

Baruch Amsel of Queens, New

York. He was particularly

fascinated by the fact that

Rebbetzin Frieda, the Rebbetzin

of the Chofetz Chaim, had come

to America in the early part of

the twentieth century and is

buried relatively close to his

home. He and a friend decided

to visit her kever, which happens

to be located near the graves of

many Rabbanim, Roshei

Yeshivah, and Rebbes.

Reb Baruch discovered that

while many other well-known

personages who lived fairly

recently are buried in that area,

a number of Rabbanim who had

passed away many decades

earlier were also buried there.

Based on the inscriptions on

their matzeivos, it appeared that

they were talmidei chachamim of

stature, some of whom had

written noteworthy sefarim. Yet

he had no clue as to the nature

of their accomplishments. He

also gradually began to

investigate the sections of other

cemeteries reserved for shomrei

Torah u’mitzvos and Rabbanim

in New York State and in other

states. 

What Reb Baruch found

astounded him. He discovered

the graves of a number of

Rabbanim who seemed to have

been long forgotten. Many of

them lived in the late 1800s or

early 1900s, when assimilation

was unfortunately widespread.

It seemed safe to assume that

many of these kevarim had been

abandoned and that there was

no one to mark the yahrtzeits of

the niftarim.

Reb Baruch started doing

research on these Torah

luminaries based on the limited

information that appeared on

the matzeivos. Many of the

Rabbanim had indeed made

major contributions to the

growth of Yiddishkeit in the

United States, but are largely

unknown today. Coming from a

family with a rich background

in Jewish history, he was aware

that while scores of books have

been published about kivrei

tzaddikim in Eretz Yisrael and

Eastern Europe, there is not a

single source identifying the

resting places of Gedolim and

Rabbanim in the United States. 

To fill this void, he and the

organization he founded, the

Institute for Judaic Culture and

History, are compiling such a

reference book. It will include a

short biography, photos, and

directions to the tziyun of each

Rebbe or Rav. Some of Reb

Baruch’s biographies have

already appeared in the daily

Hamodia in the “Today in

History” column. Harav Naftali

Horowitz, the Krule Rebbe,

shlita, has encouraged him,

saying that he will accrue many

zechuyos through his efforts.

The goal of his project is

twofold, says Reb Baruch: one is

to preserve the memory of

departed Gedolei Yisrael and to

provide a place for Yidden to

pray in times of need, especially

those who find it difficult to

travel abroad; the second is to

alert cemetery administrators to

tend to the upkeep of the

kevarim. For example, due to the

efforts of the Institute, the

management at Mount Carmel

Cemetery in Queens restored

the fallen matzeivah of Harav

Dovid Rodinsky, a founding

By Yosef Gesser

KIVREI TZADDIKIM IN AMERICA
A Link With the Past 

Harav Dovid Goldwasser

davening with members of his

kehillah at the tziyun of Harav

Yaakov Joseph, zt"l, on his

yahrzeit. (Photo credit: Yitzy Engel)
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