
WEDNESDAY HAMODIA  D3529 AV 5769 Editorial AUGUST 19, 2009

We are living in an era of rapid
change. The communication media are a
significant part of it, and this is reflected
in the world of Torah publishing and
journalism.

Most noteworthy is the shifting in ver-
bal communication from print to wire-
less. Newspapers and magazines are
shrinking in both size and impact. News,
ideas, commentary and critique flow
with speed, potency, and total lack of
accountability on the Internet, and the
printed word — researched and responsi-
ble — simply cannot compete. As a result
— each for specific reasons of its own —
The Wall Street Journal is thinner, U.S.
News and World Report has shifted from a

weekly to a monthly and, most surpris-
ing, The Readers Digest, which has the
largest readership in the world with
close to 9 million subscribers, down from
18 million at its peak, has filed for
Chapter 11. Recent figures report the
magazine carrying $1.6 billion in debt.

Those in charge attribute the finan-
cial crisis in part to a 7.2 percent drop in
ad sales this past year.

There are undoubtedly other factors
as well which have implications for our
community’s papers and magazines. But
it would be of interest to take note of a
radically different situation in another,
much smaller publication.

The Budget is a 119-year-old weekly
newspaper published by the Amish com-
munity in Sugarcreek, Ohio (which still
prefers mule-driven wagons to motor
vehicles). It is mailed to nearly 20,000
subscribers across the U.S. and Canada.
After announcing their intention to go
online, the editors rescinded the plan
when the farmers, preachers and
mechanics responsible for filling up the
pages of The Budget (known as scribes)
threatened to go on strike. The scribes
worried that their unsophisticated news
stories in The Budget would subject their
world to ridicule among the broader pub-
lic. Notably, this decision cemented the
loyalty of The Budget’s readership, which
is calmly and comfortably navigating the

rocky waters of today’s turbulent econo-
my. Subscriptions, sold for $42 per year,
have dropped by only a few hundred in
the past year. More telling, advertisers
have not abandoned it in favor of the
internet. What’s more, the publication
has plans to add several reporters to its
editorial staff.

While most Torah publications are in
the realm of none of the periodicals men-
tioned, we may be able to glean some les-
sons from their experiences. Analysts
note that The Readers Digest may have
been suffering from a loss of its following
for a very basic reason. It had gained the
loyalty of its millions of readers by its
policy of propagating moral conduct and
ethical standards, catering to those with
traditional values. In recent years
though, presumably in response to slack-
ening readership, it expanded the con-
tent of its articles to include suggestive
and sensational material, offending
much of its key readership. Trying to be
all things to all people can leave the
magazine without one identifiable audi-
ence.

In contrast, The Budget is careful not
to offend the sensitivities of its readers,
shunning advertisements for products
considered taboo or immodest. Sports
coverage is also not deemed appropriate
for this readership.

It would be self-delusional to claim
that we at Hamodia are not feeling the
impact of the Internet in more ways than
one. It would also be foolish for us to pre-
dict what the future may bring. What we
can declare with conviction is that we
will, b’ezras Hashem, continue to remain
steadfast in our mission of striving to
make the Name of Hashem beloved and
respected by all. We are confident that
our discriminating readership will appre-
ciate our unwavering commitment to the
absolute Torah values we represent and
seek to disseminate in the face of over-
whelming odds. It is this commitment
that will, b’ezras Hashem, ensure the con-
tinued siyatta diShmaya required to pre-
vail and thrive in these turbulent times.

Hashem commanded Moshe after the
initial encounter with Amalek: “K’sov zos
zikaron basefer — Write this as a remem-
brance in the Book” (Shemos 17:14).
Committing ideas to writing is a respon-
sibility of grave importance. No, not
every word or sentence is destined for
“the Book.” But it must be consistent
with the values of the Book. That is our
goal, that is our responsibility, that is our
commitment.

The Media and the Message

207 Foster Ave.  Brooklyn, NY  11230
Tel. (718) 853-9094  Fax (718) 853-9103

Founded in 1950.
Founding editor Rabbi Y. L. Levin, zt”l

Published Monday-Friday
(except for the week of Pesach
and the week of Sukkos).
Hamodia does not assume
responsibility for the kashrus or
reliability of any product or
establishment advertised in its
pages. We reserve the right to
reject, edit or correctly classify
any advertisement for any reason.
Acceptance of an ad does not
guarantee its publication. We
shall not be held liable for non-
publication of any submitted
advertisement. 
Due to the divrei Torah contained
herein, the paper should be
treated appropriately when being
discarded. All rights reserved. ©
Reproduction by any means
without written permission from
the publisher is prohibited.

Letters to the Editor

Hamodia welcomes letters to the editor but can only print submissions that come with
a name, address and phone number. Names will be withheld upon request. Submissions

can be sent to Hamodia via regular mail, or via e-mail to letters@hamodia.com.
We reserve the right to edit letters.

I am a great-granddaughter of Rav
Papermaster, z”l. Dr. Yitchok Levine and
I have been in contact these past several
weeks, during the run of the three
Papermaster articles in Hamodia in July.
He mentioned that you would welcome a
letter with more about the Papermaster
family. I also had Dr. Levine connect with
my cousin Dr. Ted Papermaster (the
Rav’s oldest living grandson, 95 years
old, who is very alert, baruch Hashem),
and thus there are more stories!

I extend my hakaras hatov to you
for providing the opportunity to print

the articles, which were excerpts from
Isadore Papermaster’s treatise (Isadore
was one of the Rav’s older sons), and
from the stories I documented in a
work about the Rebbetzin and the 
other women in the North Dakota com-
munity. Dr. Levine is to be commended
for putting these works into an appropri-
ate format and sharing them with the
frum community. It is a great honor to
our family that you chose to share these
memories.

Mrs. B.J. Kremen Goldman

Appreciates Papermaster Series 

I would like to thank Rabbi Greenwald
for his ever-so-sensible reply in his chinuch
article (“Questions & Answers,” July 8, p.
M8).

I am the daughter of a ger who has
grown with her parents.

We started off in a very small kehillah
where we knew that we were “frummer”
than most of the children with whom we
associated.We were not allowed to eat out-
side the house or even in school! As their
level of frumkeit rose, my parents moved to
a slightly larger but very insular kehillah,
well-known for its friendliness and accept-
ance. I felt as if I had come home; all of a
sudden I was like everyone else. I could eat
in their homes, play in their homes, eat at
school affairs, swap lunches — I was nor-
mal! My brother announced that his father
was a ger and the boys in his class said, “So
what?!” My own classmates were fascinat-
ed at first but soon forgot about it.

We were never embarrassed by our non-
Jewish or non-frum relatives; if anything, I
was proud of them. I even had a non-
Jewish name as well as my Jewish names
and I never hid it. I actually felt good when
my non-Jewish cousin came to visit and I
introduced her to my friends! I loved my
father’s family dearly and was devastated
when his mother died, as I had built a very
close, warm relationship with her.

When we came home from school with
weird rumors about my father, we knew we
could ask him straight out about them. He

used to laugh and say, “Oh, I wish I’d seen
that!” or “I wish I’d thought of doing
that!” To this day there are stories about
things that supposedly happened to my
parents that my mother is hearing for the
first time — it gives us plenty to laugh
about together.

Being a daughter of a ger has granted
me empathy. I am able to relate to a wide
spectrum of people and have often 
found myself being a spokesperson for
Yiddishkeit.

I managed to get married at the right
age, to an excellent “learning boy”; I have
built a wonderful family and my back-
ground has, baruch Hashem, not hampered
my children’s shidduch prospects in the
slightest.

The lessons of my background have car-
ried through to my own children. We still
have a good relationship with my father’s
family, as well as with our non-Jewish
neighbor, and my children know that there
are good non-Jews and bad non-Jews and
we cannot say that they are all bad.

My advice? Don’t hide the geirus; be
open. Don’t start off in a big kehillah; start
small and work up. Your kids may not
appreciate being moved from school to
school every six years or so but in the end
they will see the benefits of it.

Daughter of a Ger

Daughter of a Ger Speaks

Published Daily by Hamodia Corp.
(except for Saturday and Sunday, and the week of Passover and Sukkos)

207 Foster Avenue • Brooklyn, NY 11230
T. 718.853.9094 • F. 718.853.9103

Periodical postage paid at Brooklyn, N.Y., and additional mailing offices.

USPS [016835]

Postmaster: Please send address change to 
Hamodia, 207 Foster Avenue, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11230

ISSN: 1553-9490

Not every word or sentence
is destined for “the Book.”
But it must be consistent
with the values of the Book. 


